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The Holiness of God, 

Fear and Worship 

Psalm 99:1-5 

The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble!  
 He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!  
The Lord is great in Zion;  
 he is exalted over all the peoples.  
Let them praise your great and awesome name!  
 Holy is he!  
The King in his might loves justice.  
 You have established equity;  
you have executed justice  
 and righteousness in Jacob.  
The Lord our God;  
 worship at his footstool!  
 Holy is he!  
 

Introduction 

We are temporal creatures living in a temporal world with 
eternity in the depth of our hearts. The Bible teaches it is true 
because of the effect of sin being introduced into our world. 
Sin sabotaged God’s creation and made what was intended 
to remain eternal into temporal. Mankind was created to live 
forever in the presence of God on earth in the paradise the 
Lord created. The earth and the planets were made to contin-
ue for eternity being upheld by the sustaining of God, but sin 
destroyed this intention. Although, we now die, there is still a 
desire to continue for eternity. Christians often receive comfort 
from God’s promises assuring his people of eternity with the 
Lord. The believer understands and appropriately delights in 
the future joy of being in the presence of God in his eternal 
home. Revelation 21:3-4 is a great comfort for the believer in 
the future abiding presence of the Lord, “Behold the dwelling 
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 
God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 
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shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for 
the former things have passed away.”  

The fulfilment of our desire for eternity requires death in this temporal world. In oth-
er words, for us to truly live we must die, and even for the Christian there exists 
some fear about death but we rejoice as we think about what awaits us on the 
other side of this life. Truthfully, heaven is still a mystery for us, but it is our greatest 
desire because we know we shall be in the presence of God and our joy is found 
in our identity with the Lord. While the world has a hopeless earthy hope regarding 
their future dwelling place in the eternal based on their belief, they are good peo-
ple, we know beyond all doubts because of our relationship with God as our own 
Father. Fellow Christian, rejoice as you consider what God has created in 1 John 
3:1-2, “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that 
it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has 
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, be-
cause we shall see him as he is.”  

We become worshipers when the Lord saves us. It is not just as task we perform, 
but is connected with our identity and becomes our desire. One of the great joys 
of heaven will be seeing God as he is and declaring his infinite worth throughout 
the ages of eternity. Worship in the temporal realm is affected by many things in 
this life. Sometimes, it is a person who gets in the way, a feeling we are struggling 
with, or even a prevalent sin in our life. I know these days have been difficult as our 
lives have been affected by the Coronavirus, but our worship of the Lord should 
continue because he is greater than anything that could possibly happen in this 
world. I want to look at Psalm 99 as we consider fear and worship of the Lord.  

Fear and Worship 
It is impossible to worship the Lord as we should if there is a sense of overwhelming 
fear in our lives. White hot worship occurs when we see God as he truly is and re-
spond appropriately to him. Worship is not about singing particular hymns but 
about seeing God as he is and responding appropriately to him. Fear is a natural 
response to being in God’s presence. Consistent worshipers at Fishersville are famil-
iar with the Isaiah 6 passage as the prophet is devastated when he sees the glory 
of God fill the temple or Ezekiel as he sees the glory of God and declares, “Such 
was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell 
on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.” We are even told in the New 
Testament how the world will respond when Jesus returns, “Then will appear in 
heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of earth will mourn, and 
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.”  

There are some Christians who are deeply offended when one suggests we should 
still fear God. I understand their arguments but simply disagree with it. It is easy to 
have this argument on this side of heaven, but there are two things that must be 
mentioned. First, it is about the presence of God. When we stand in the presence 
of God, we will see how great he is and how he is not like us. Our natural response 
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will be to fall down and fear before him. If the guards trembled in fear of the an-
gels, then how will humanity respond in the presence of God. Second, if we do not 
fear the Lord, I would suggest that you do not see God as he really is, and that will 
affect your worship. The greater offense is committed when one says we should 
not fear God, but the person is seized in fear of the Coronavirus. I am reminded of 
the command to God’s people in Matthew 10:28, “And do not fear those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both body and 
soul in hell.” 

The fear of the Lord is connected with appropriate worship in Psalm 99 as the 
psalm introduces God to the audience and tells them to fear. We should notice in 
the first verse, “The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble.” Many people today 
would say one should not fear because the Lord reigns, but it is about the pres-
ence of God. Once again, the closer we are to God, the more holy and glorious 
he seems to us. Here on earth, people often call God “the man upstairs” but I 
doubt anyone will say things like that when they stand before him as they fearfully 
gaze upon his glory. Israel probably understood this fact as they approached the 
glorious temple realizing they were entering into God’s presence. One historical 
author described Jerusalem as a temple with a city around it as the temple was 
visible for miles as its glory was magnified as it reflected the glory of the sun to 
those who looked upon it.  
The Center of Our Worship 
Humanity is not the theme of appropriate worship. I have heard many songs over 
the years that suggested God is to be praised because of what he does for me. 
Songs that say I will worship God because he makes me happy or gives me what I 
needed are certainly wrong. We don’t worship what God does, because that is 
idolatry, but we worship the Lord, himself. This passage indicates the theme all of 
appropriate worship as it declares, “Let them praise your great and awesome 
name!” Listen, the Lord is great and awesome as he is worthy of worship. Anything 
less than this fails at worship. We only worship God. It is no wonder why Paul says in 
Philippians, “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. In-
deed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. . .that I may know him and the power of his resurrection. . .”  

The book of Revelation contains many expressions of true worship. These are spe-
cial texts because they are creatures, both heavenly and earthly in nature who 
worship God in his presence. How will they worship and what will they say? Their fo-
cus is not on what God did and did not do, but on who he is. This topic is certainly 
one worthy of further investigation and study, but I will only mention a few. The first 
one is the apostle John who is transported to heaven and he sees God in Revela-
tion 1:17-18, “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right 
hand on me, saying, ‘Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, 
and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.” 
Bringing up an earlier point, John is overwhelmed with fear when he sees Jesus, 
but then he is told to not be afraid. This is a man who spent three years with Jesus 
but then is filled with fear when he is fully revealed to him.  The second one I want 
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to mention is the testimony of the four living creatures as they worship God and 
they continually say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is 
and is to come.” Revelation 4 tells us they do not cease in this declaration and the 
question is why? They are in the presence of God and are overwhelmed by who 
he is! They say God is holy and is eternal. Think about it. They are focused on the 
nature of God. The third expression of worship I will mention is at the Marriage Sup-
per of the Lamb when a multitude of worshipers cry out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord 
our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him glory, for the 
marriage of the Lamb has come and his Bride has made herself ready; it was 
granted to her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure.”  

The Expression of Our Worship 
The Bible is full of examples of how God has been good to his people in the past 
and how he will bless them in the future. While our worship is focused on the per-
son of God, we also thank him for his character and actions in the past. Here it tells 
us that God loves justice and he has acted accordingly to it in the past. God val-
ues many things and he acts in accordance with these principles in relation to his 
nature. In our text, we learn God has acted in justly to his people. God is there for 
those who are his people as he mentions Jacob  and later in verse 6 states, “Moses 
and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel also was among his priests, Samuel also 
was among those who called upon his name.” These are those people who have 
been called by God to serve him such as Israel, the prophets, and even those who 
would call upon his name during these days.  
 

The Bible should encourage us as we think 
about how many people placed their faith 
in the Lord throughout the years and how 
God has not changed at all. We should be 
reminded of all the ways God has been 
good to his people. We should remember 
the exodus, the flood, the promises made 
to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the proph-
ets. Let us not forget that God has not left 
us, but he is with us. These days are a tre-
mendous time for us to look at our soul and 
make sure we are right before the Lord. We 
may be separated from the body of Christ 
at our church, but we are not separated 
from the Lord. Let us draw near to him dur-
ing these days and thank him for his good-
ness and mercy and worship him, because 
he alone is worthy of worship.  
 

Blessings, 

Pastor Steven 

SPECIAL PRAYER MEETING May 6th at 6:30pm 
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Powerless 
Balcony Chat 
David and I enjoy eating on our balcony when the weather affords it – which is often here in Southern Af-
rica. Today we were discussing the oncoming challenges of Covid-19, and 
feeling a bit overwhelmed I asked him, “What is a good verse for such a 
time as this?” 

After pondering for a moment, David responded with “our eyes are on you” 
from 2 Chronicles 20:12.  The setting for that verse is King Jehoshaphat 
and the great horde of three aligned armies coming toward them. The na-
tion of Israel looked small and meager in comparison to all the enemies 
marching toward them. They felt overwhelmed and frightened, so the king 
called out to the Lord in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem and he said: 

An interesting note is that as the people prepared to go out to face their en-
emy, King Jehoshaphat appointed specific people to go out front in special 
attire and … amazingly … sing thanksgiving to the Lord.  How many armies 
have you ever heard of that had singers as the front line?  This is what they 
sang (verse 21): “Give thanks to the Lord, for his steadfast love endures forever.”  

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering has been postponed in light of our Stay At 

Home guidelines.  We will take up this special 

offering for the North American Missionaries 

once services recommence.   

We continue to give to missionaries through our 

Co-operative Program with the SBCV.  Please 

keep an eye out for more information on this  

later in the year. 

“O our God, will you not execute judgment on them?  For we 
are powerless against this great horde that is coming against 
us.  We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.”   
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First Thank 
What a great model for us to do when we feel overwhelmed by all that is happening around us.  The 
“great horde coming against us” is the coronavirus; one doctor said “I view every person coming toward 
me on the street as a bullet – it might graze me, hurt me badly, or kill me.” 

We are fearful of the unknown, and fearful of the responses government and business are making to the 
unknown.  We don’t know what to do, but we will fix our eyes on the Lord.  We will choose to think thanks 
right in the middle of the battle.  Just like the Israelites had no idea how God was going to work this all 
out; they still sent singers to sing thanks to the Lord. 

Like most people, I struggle so much with ambiguity. It is a hard thing for us as humans.  Right now there 
is LOTS of ambiguity.  But this is exactly what God has designed for us presently.  So, with God’s help, I 
want to grab that ambiguity and think thanks right in the middle of it and power through the difficulty on 
the supernatural wings of gratitude and grace. 

I relate easily with Paul in 2 Corinthians 12 where he pleads for the Lord to remove his thorn in the 
flesh.  The Lord graciously answers no, but adds that His grace is sufficient for him, for His power was 
able to make him just perfect in weakness. 

This, too, will pass. Even if we should lose our earthly lives, we will be with the Lord forever. 

So What Happened? 
You would not believe it.  2 Chronicles 20:22 says: “And when they began to sing and praise, the Lord set 
an ambush…”  The enemies around the Israelites started to turn on each other, the whole alliance melt-
ing down such that they obliterated each other.  By the time the Israelites arrived at the watchtower of the 
wilderness to look toward the horde in verse 24, the enemy was all dead, just bodies everywhere. 

When they began to sing and praise!! The Lord is pleased when we are thinkful. When we choose to 
think praise and express it even when our circumstances are dreadful around us, we power through in 
faith offering up a sacrifice of praise and trust in the Almighty One. 

So what about me? How can my thinkfulness change the great horde of Covid-19 that is approach-
ing?  How can my choosing to think thanks help when people around me are dying, loosing their jobs, 
and facing hopeless circumstances? 

Well, here are a few things for which to be thankful: 
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 God is getting our attention; even this great Western World is a vapor and is going to pass away soon; 

 God is giving families the opportunity to spend quality and quantity time together, for parents to invest 
in their first disciples; 

 God is bringing our impurities to the surface 
through the heat of change and pressure so 
that we can repent and yield that area to 
God; 

 God is giving us more opportunity to read 
and pray and write; 

 God is shifting our values away from vain 
entertainment industries and toward the 
meaningful others-serving medical and 
teaching professions; 

 God is teaching us to trust His character 
and promises even though we cannot understand His ways in this storm; 

 God has given mankind the smarts to invent electricity, the internet and tech devices through which 
we can communicate and gain valuable information (there was no such help in past great pandemics); 

 God is opening up opportunities for me, and little churches now going online, to witness about the 
hope and forgiveness found in Jesus; 

 God could be freeing me from the heart idols of comfort, control and people-pleasing that have domi-
nated my life; 

 God is giving a precious opportunity to meet on Zoom with a supporting church  

Powerless is Good 
That statement seems so contradictory.  How can it be true 
that when I am powerless, I can be strong?  It is because 
we have a supernatural God.  He delights in showing Him-
self mighty on our behalf, but doesn’t delight in doing what 
we tell Him to do. No, His ways are higher and better 
(Isaiah 55:8-9). He delights when we let go, open our 
hands, worship Him and embrace our Father’s will in our 
lives no matter what He chooses.  

 

Written by Karin Brown 

For the past 25 years, Karin and her husband David have been involved in church planting projects with Biblical 
Ministries Worldwide, primarily in Johannesburg, South Africa. They have served BMW’s missionary teams on the 
European and African continents as Karin has walked alongside pastor’s wives, missionary 
wives, and young women.  They currently serve  in southern KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa, 
focusing on the Zulu people. 

Karin grew up in Norway before marrying her best friend, David.  She has an undergrad de-
gree in Secondary Education, a Master of Arts in Counseling and is an ACBC certified biblical 
counselor.  David and Karin have 4 amazing children and 10 incredible grandchildren. 

Th(i)nkful (adj) describing people who choose to download grace/strength from the Lord to 
think thanks about every circumstance in their life and to express that thanks orally or in 
written form.  

“For the sake of Christ, then I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and  
calamities.  For when I am weak, 

then I am strong.”  
2 Corinthians 12:10 
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From Brian Autry - Executive Director of SBCV 
Some Things Never Change 
These days it seems that so much has changed. Remember when…  
 Going out to eat was more than take out? 
 Wearing a face mask meant you were going to perform surgery? 
 ESPN actually showed live ball games?  
 Toilet paper was taken for granted? 
 You could actually see the other people when you preached? 

For some, the past few weeks have brought serious, life-altering change... 
 Job loss 
 Financial hardship 
 Sickness 
 Grief  

It is amazing the change we have experienced in a short amount of time. We wonder what to-
morrow will bring. What will the summer be like? When will things get back to normal? And 
what do they mean by “new normal” anyway? No matter what, a verse of Scripture brings 
great encouragement… 

Though our outward circumstances are always changing, we do not have to worry about Christ 
changing. His disposition toward us is fixed for eternity. We do not have to worry about him 
waxing and waning in his saving power.  

 1. Jesus Christ is Immutable. 
1. His holy character will not change.  
2. His righteous standards will not change.  
3. His eternal purpose will not change.  
4. His living word will not change.  
5. His saving power will not change.  
6. His steadfast love will not change.  
7. His sovereign authority will not change. 

 "You may greatly comfort yourself that you have an unchangeable friend in Christ Jesus.” - 
Jonathan Edwards  

2. Jesus Christ is Dependable. 
“Our ever-changing culture needs the never-changing Christ who alone can provide both the 
foundation and direction for Christian faith and practice as the church faces the challenges of a 
new era.” - Daniel Akin  

3. Jesus Christ is Available. 
There are no waters where He is not walking. 
There are no rocking boats where He is not present. 
There are no storms that His voice cannot still. 
There are no meals without His face uplifted in blessing. 
There are no gravesides without His tender heart touched with sorrow. 
There are no burdens without His willing shoulders to share the yoke. 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.”  

Hebrews 13:8 
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Join us in continuing to pray  
for missionaries and pastors  

 
I will stand at my guard post and station myself on the lookout tower. I 

will watch to see what he will say to me and what I should reply about my 
complaint. - Habakkuk 2:1 

 
The prophet had questions only God could answer. What was God doing? Why did it have 
to be this way? Habakkuk had only questions and confusion, but he knew his relationship 
with God would allow him to go before the Lord for answers. 

Note the posture that Habakkuk took. He positioned himself to stand watch from a place 
where he could look far and wide for God to move. Habbakuk knew God would reveal His 
truth.  

In our current environment, questions and confusion abound. And, that is precisely why we 
need to carve out time to think and to pray and to listen. We need to pull away and get to a 
place of perspective, a place of solitude and quiet where we can hear from God and allow 
Him to reshape our understandings so that they are aligned with His truth.  

Stand at the guard post. Station yourself on the lookout tower. Watch to see what He will 
reveal to you.  

 

Father, our pastors and 
missionaries are sur-
rounded by people who 
have questions and con-
fusion, fear and anxiety. 
And, they themselves 
have questions and con-
fusion, fear and anxiety. 
We are so grateful for 
these servants who are 
looking to You for an-
swers. Their days are busy as they receive phone calls and emails and texts from those 
who need a word of comfort and prayer. Please allow them to give themselves permission 
to draw away. Help them to know that drawing away is not escapism. Help them to under-
stand that drawing away is, in fact, an act of vigilance and courage, and that it sets a bold 
example for those they lead.  

Thank you for the example you’ve given us in Habakkuk and in our Savior, Jesus, who al-
so drew away for time with You. We pray You will speak clearly to these shepherds as they 
go to their own watchtowers to hear from You. Thank You for Your faithfulness to us in our 
great need. Amen.  



 

 

Page 10 The Good News  

Greetings from the Music Ministry  

Comfort in the Psalms 
I was reminded again this past week of the comfort Scripture can give during diffi-
cult times in our lives.  To memorize Scripture and be able to call on it during times 
of need is a blessing.  It allows us to 

“hide His word in my heart, that I might not sin 
against You.” (Psalm 119:11) 

David certainly experienced many difficult 
times throughout his life and the Psalms reflect 
this, as we can read his pleas for help, his cries 
in anguish, and it is true we might be able to 
identify all too easily with his plight.  And from 
this plight we can memorize promises and 
words of comfort, like those in Psalm 23.  But 
imagine trying to wrap your mind around mem-
orizing Psalm 119!  Yet it is there I find my gem, 
my words of comfort, and my promises I claim from God’s Word. 

Jeremy Camp wrote the song “Revive Me” that quotes those exact words.  You can find his 
song on his Carried Me: The Worship Project album.  
If you haven’t had the opportunity to see the mov-
ie “I Still Believe” based on Jeremy Camp’s life, 
maybe it is something for you to watch while you 
are at home.  You will soon discover that he is a 
man well acquainted with grief and hardships, but 
yet understands God’s hope and the blessings He 
can bring from the trials. “Great are Your tender 
mercies, O Lord!” 

Don’t forget to visit our website Sunday mornings 
for Worship from Home, or follow us on our Face-
book page.  Be blessed by the music and worship 
the Lord with us.  Let Him put a new song in your 
heart of praise to His name.   

Don’t forget Wednesday nights at 6:30pm when 
we Pray At Home.  Send us your prayer requests 
throughout the week, and let this be a vital part of 
your worship: to pray corporately. May 7 is the Na-
tional Day of Prayer and we will have a special 
prayer on Wednesday the 6th. 

To Him be all the blessing and honor and glory and 
power forever and ever, amen. 

 

Lauren Carstens 
Music Director 

Psalm 119:153-156 
Consider my affliction and deliver me, 
For I do not forget Your law. 
Plead my cause and redeem me; 
Revive me according to Your word. 
Salvation is far from the wicked, 
they do not seek Your statutes. 
Great are Your tender mercies, O Lord; 
Revive me according to Your judgments.   

Consider my affliction and please deliver me 
Plead my cause and redeem me 
Salvation is not for the wicked 
For they don't seek your word 

Great are your tender mercies Lord 
 

Revive me, according to your loving kindness 
Revive me, that I may seek your word 

Revive me, according to your loving kindness 
Revive me, oh Lord 

 
You give me understanding 

According to your word 
Great peace for those who seek your face 

I long for salvation 
My lips shall praise your name 

I rejoice in the treasure of your keep 
 

For all my ways are before you 
I let your hand become my help 
My soul longs and adores you 

Let my cry come before you oh Lord  
 

Revive me, according to your loving kindness 
Revive me, that I may seek your word 

Revive me, according to your loving kindness 
Revive me, oh Lord 



 

 

Page 11 The Good News  

If you know anything about Utah, you 
know that's the home of the Mormons, 
a group that claims to be Christian, yet 
holds many un-Christian beliefs. Their 
headquarters is in Salt Lake City, and 
that's where the missionaries are we 
want to pray for today: Luis and Beatriz 
Soto. 

The Sotos are Hispanic and they have 
planted a church in the West Valley 
section of Salt Lake City that is reach-
ing Hispanics for Christ. They call it 
Rock of the Centuries Baptist Church. 
Their building is about halfway between 
the Utah State Capitol building down-
town and the airport. 

It's estimated that 98 percent of the 
people here are lost and without Christ. Luis knows this. That's why he's always looking for members strong in 
faith who he can send to other communities to start new churches. Many of the Hispanics work two or more 
jobs to survive, so those who tackle such ministries are serious about their faith. 

Today in our prayer time let's pray for Luis and Beatriz, two of our missionaries our church supports through our 
Cooperative Program giving. Let's ask God to strengthen their church as they plant new ones. 

Today in our prayer time we will focus 
on Africa and specifically the nation 
of Ghana, in West Africa. That's 
where our missionaries, Alan and 
Beth Locke, are serving. Their minis-
try is a little unusual. Across Ghana, 
many churches have sprung up over 
the years. 

But too many of those churches tell 
people to follow Jesus just so they will 
become rich. Some groups call them-
selves churches, even though they 
made up their own beliefs and have 
never seen a Bible, much less read it. 

So Alan is a sort of gospel truth 
teacher. He visits these groups, 
teaches them what the Bible really 
says and how they can truly be saved. Then he disciples them in Bible-based Christian faith. He tries to get 
them focused on heavenly riches, not the worldly kind. 

We support Alan and Beth through our church's Cooperative Program giving. Let's pray God will bless their 
ministry as they show people how to have a personal relationship with Christ. Ghana is a nation of 30 million 
people. Every church needs to be Bible-based and focused on the gospel, not money! 

We know that whoever works with young people helps shape the future. And today during our prayer time, we 
are going to pray for two of our missionaries who are shaping the future of the Philippines. Randy and Anita Jor-
dan serve in Manila, the capital city of the Philippines. We support them through our church's Cooperative Pro-
gram giving.  

They work with students at three major universities in metro Manila. That means they reach students for Christ 
and disciple them in the Christian faith. Most of these students have, at most, only heard the name "Jesus." 

May 10 

May 3 

May 17 
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They do not know Him personally or even 
know that's possible. One young man named 
Aviel was not a Christian, so every time he 
had a problem, he got angry and blamed 
God. Another student shared the gospel with 
Aviel and took him to church, where he met 
Randy and Anita. They discipled Aviel and his 
life turned around.  

As we pray today, let's ask God to give Randy 
and Anita wisdom as they work with students. 
One day these students will shape the future 
of their country, the Philippines. Let's pray 
that future includes Jesus Christ!  

 

Today in our prayer time we are going to 
Baltimore, Maryland. That's where two of 
our missionaries, Josh and Melinda Turan-
sky are serving, starting Haven City Church, 
but that's just half their ministry. 

They also help operate Compassion Center, 
which ministers to needy people in their 
community by distributing clothes, house-
hold items and food to help needy and 
homeless people. Helping meet physical 
needs opens the way to share the gospel 
and meet the spiritual needs people have. 
Josh and Melinda are two of the dozens of 
missionaries our church supports in Balti-
more, because literally hundreds of new 
churches are needed there. 

Our church is able to have a hand in all these ministries through our Cooperative Program giving. Pray for Josh 
and Melinda and their three children as they serve in Baltimore. Let's ask God to keep them safe and to reward 
their ministry with many people responding to the gospel message they proclaim. 

In recent years, people from around the world have been coming to the United States to live. The nations are 
coming to us! Today we will pray for two of our missionaries who are responding to this: Philip Nache came 
from Nigeria to the United States to attend seminary. When he visited Minneapolis-St. Paul in Minnesota, he 
realized many Africans were there - more than 100,000 immigrants and refugees. But there were few churches 

for them. "They were like a sheep with-
out a shepherd," he said. 

So Philip and his wife, Jummai, moved 
to the Twin Cities in 2015 and planted 
Hope of Nations Gospel Church. Africa 
has many nations and language 
groups, so Phillip started teaching clas-
ses that trained Africans in how to plant 
churches. One man returned to South 
Sudan to plant churches - home and 
overseas missions! 

Our church is supporting Philip and 
Jummai through our Cooperative Pro-
gram giving. This is how we impact lives 
with the gospel in Minnesota and coun-
tries around the world as well.  
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