
 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen... 
When the Mighty Man Falls —   

A Christian Response to Jerry Falwell Jr.  

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain 

to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who 

called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has 

granted to us his precious and very great promises, so 

that through them you may become partakers of the di-

vine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is 

in the world because of sinful desire. For this very reason, 

make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, 

and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-

control, and self-control with steadfastness, and stead-

fastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly af-

fection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these 

qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from 

being ineffective or non-fruitful in the knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so 

nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was 

cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all 

the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, 

for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in 

this way there will be richly provided for you as an en-

trance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:3–11)  

Introduction: 

Upon hearing the scandalous news of Jerry Falwell Jr., 

until recently President of Liberty University, I had an 

overwhelming memory from my own college days. 

My alma mater is Cedarville University, a small Baptist 

University of 4,000 students in rural Ohio. It was inevi-

table I would one day end up there as a student. My 

relationship with the college began with CDR radio 

when I was sixteen years old as I immersed myself 

with the preaching ministries of the Cedarville chapel 
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services and other well-known preachers of the gospel. A former student 

and current pastor in California named David Jeremiah began the radio sta-

tion in 1962. My first thought went to the students as I was thinking about 

the President of Cedarville University when I was a student named Paul Dix-

on. As a student, I observed Dr. Dixon from a distance as he would speak to 

anyone he saw with a smile on his face. We had a mandatory chapel service 5 

days every week and on Monday, Dixon would bring forward a message of 

encouragement and Bible teaching. I have reflected this week about what 

would have happened if this faithful expositor of God’s Word would have 

slipped into the immorality of Falwell. It would have been tragic and destruc-

tive to the school.  

I do not want to get into the specifics about the immorality of Jerry Falwell 

Jr. or even address if he is a believer, but I do want to discuss our response 

to such events, because the reality is that we cannot control these things 

from happening but our response to them is significant.   

The Certainty of Moral Failure  

There is no doubt that Falwell’s actions place great disrepute upon his fami-

ly, university family, the Lord, and himself, but I was not surprised or even 

shocked. My personal reaction may be to the fact that now I am in my mid-

dle-aged years and I have seen several high-profile evangelical leaders de-

scend from the spiritual pedestal many people elevate them to. Even on 

their best days, our heroes cannot realistically be what we have created in 

our minds. I am reminded of a seminary professor who said to us, “Make sure 

your heroes are all dead, so they won’t disappoint you.” I think my love for 

Puritan history must have been born out of this recommendation. There is 

great wisdom in this statement, but even those who lived in the past were 

not perfect. A humble believer may even have great embarrassment describ-

ing some of the actions of Martin Luther and his contemporaries. In other 

words, failure in our Christian life are bound to happen in our lives, but some 

are so serious that they endanger others. We see such examples from the 

Old Testament, New Testament, and throughout Christian history.  

After Israel was freed by God from the tyranny of their enslavement in 

Egypt, the Lord spoke to Moses instructing him, “Now therefore, if you will 

indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured pos-

session among all peoples, for all the earth is mine.” The people agreed to 

obey God’s command thus securing their place in his great plan promised to 

Abraham in Genesis 12 to bless all the nations. It would be great if this was 

the end of the story and we could admire Israel and say they obeyed God, 

but every one of the prophets uttered God’s message to the people to re-

pent of their sins and turn back to God. God desires his people to return to 

him which brings joy to countless people throughout history who have 

learned about God’s love, patience, and mercy. I think one of the worst ex-
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amples of sin occurred in the days of Ezekiel when the Lord showed the 

prophet the extent of the sins committed in the temple. The elders put graf-

fiti on the inside walls of “creeping things and loathsome beasts, and all the 

idols of the house of Israel,” as their worship resembled the gods of the na-

tions. Ezekiel then was shown the court as the women were worshiping the 

Mesopotamian God, Tammuz, who was known as the god of fertility by 

weeping with him concerning his dead goddess wife. God was most angry by 

the actions of the men of Israel as they turn their back on God in their wor-

ship of the sun. Ezekiel 8:16 describes their action, “And he brought me into 

the inner court of the house of the Lord. And behold, at the entrance of the 

temple of the Lord, between the porch and the altar, were about twenty-

five men, with their backs to the temple of the Lord, and their faces toward 

the east, worshiping the sun toward the east.” These actions were not com-

mitted by a few in Israel, but their idolatry was widespread among the peo-

ple. They certainly fell from their rightful place and traded God for images 

and weak idols.  

 The New Testament also has ample examples of people who also had to be 

called back to the Lord. Perhaps, an obvious example is Peter who denied 

the Lord when asked. He was elevated to the inner circle of Jesus’ followers. 

Peter was on the Mount of Transfiguration as the Father spoke also to James 

and John. On another occasion, Jesus asked the disciples about his identity, 

and it was Peter with the divinely inspired answer when he said, “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Jesus responded in Matthew 16:17, “And 

Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood 

has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heave. And I tell you, 

you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it.’” This is the same Peter who denied Jesus at the 

crucifixion as he fell from grace and needed to be restored by the Lord. Pe-

ter is not the only one in the New Testament who needed to repent but he 

was perhaps one who fell the farthest from disciple to deserter. This serves 

as a warning to the Christian who does not think it could happen to him or 

her. If it could happen to Peter, then it is a call for us to pay attention to our 

hearts.  

The Actions of Believers  

The call to Jesus includes a call to a Christian community. This is the reason 

why we are called children of God and the church is an assembly of local be-

lievers. We are strongly encouraged to weep when another believer is weep-

ing and rejoice when another rejoices. In reference, to Falwell, I believe the 

Lord wants us to pray. We should pray for Jerry Falwell, Liberty University, 

and all of those who have been affected by his sin in the past and the fu-

ture. I do not know if he is repentant or not, but our first order prayer must 

be for Falwell. We should pray that he sees the depth of his sin through the 

eyes of God, and that he would repent. We do not want him to just be sorry 
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he got caught, but that he understands the sin for what it is. We should pray 

for the Lord to break him under the weight of his conviction and for God 

raise him back into a proper relationship with the Lord. It is a biblical princi-

ple that God breaks people to build them up, and our prayer should be for 

this process of God to be enacted in his life. We should also pray for those 

who are directly affected with this sinful scandal. There are thousands of stu-

dents who must be considering whether they want to stay at this university 

or move to another one. There may be even some who are reconsidering 

the goodness of God if this is one of their leaders. We should pray for God’s 

comfort and encouragement in their lives. Tuition at Liberty is about 25,000 

dollars a year, so this is a major consideration for those students who are in-

vesting in their education there. We fervently pray for those who represent 

Jesus who will have to give an account for this sin. Already, the campus min-

ister on Liberty has spoken out but there will be likely many ministers who 

will have to explain sin and repentance to the media. We should also pray for 

those who do not know the Lord who may be negatively impacted by re-

membering this situation. We should pray fervently for God to work through 

even through this current shroud of darkness so that the light of Christ may 

shine brightly. 

It is also a time of self-evaluation because it is within our nature to take the 

easiest path and to lose some of our religious fervor over time. I think God 

uses occasions such as this to open eyes previously closed and call people 

back into close relationship with the Lord as they truly rely on him for their 

daily bread. Often personal revival occurs because of tragedy, such was the 

case in Jonathan Edwards’ own Northampton in which a notable citizen com-

mitted suicide, and it was the backdrop of that death along with the power-

ful preaching of George Whitefield and Jonathan Edwards revival came em-

powered by the will and working of Holy Spirit. The Spirit moved so remarka-

bly that the congregation moaned and begged Edwards to stop preaching a 

sermon entitled, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God. At times, a tragedy 

such as death or a fall from grace like what happened to Falwell can be used 

by God in amazing ways. Through all circumstances, we must fully trust in 

the Lord. Let us be encouraged by God’s Word in Psalm 9:9-10, “The Lord is a 

stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. And those 

who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O Lord, have not forsak-

en those who seek you.”  

Conclusion 

The passage from 2 Peter at the beginning of this article should serve as a 

comfort for the believer throughout life. Our encouragement is God’s help 

because without it we will fail, but 2 Peter 1:3 says, “His divine power has 

granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence.” The en-

couragement is not only God’s help but also the plan of the Lord. What God 
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began by saving us he will complete is redeeming us on the last day. The text 

also reminds us that if we are growing in the Lord then we will live godly and 

effective Christian lives. The warning however exists for those who need to 

hear it, perhaps for those who no longer live for the Lord by pursuing sin, 

“For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having 

forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.” My brothers and sis-

ters in Jesus, let us truly live for the Lord and lean upon him because he will 

never disappoint us. To God be the glory and praise forever, Amen.   

Blessings 

Pastor Steven 

Beyond Hope? 

If another person would look at his situation, they would not see much hope. He was, like, 
ancient.  She was decades beyond fertility.  It looked impossible, hopeless.  BUT…
Abraham did not give in to anxiety. He had been given a promise by God.  

The Weight of Hope on Your See-Saw 

Have you ever pictured your emotions on a see-saw as life goes by?  On the one side you 
have the weight of anxieties and on the other is the weight of your hope.  How heavy is 
your hope?  

Compare these two definitions:  

HOPE: a confident expectation 

VS 

ANXIETY: a feeling of worry, nervous-
ness, or unease, typically about an 

imminent event or something with an 
uncertain outcome 

Which side is winning in your thoughts? 
How heavy is your hope?  When anxiety 
sits down, does your cardboard hope 
launch into the air and waft down to a 
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Romans 4:18, 20-21 

In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father 
of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” 

No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that 
God was able to do what He had promised. 



 

 

useless place nearby? 

You may ask, “how can I possibly add weight to my hope?”  It feels so light and flimsy. 

Turning the Weight of Difficulty into the Weight of Hope 

Romans 5:3-5 gives us steps to build hope in our lives.  

We begin with thankfulness for the weight of difficulty.  All of our suffering is structured and 
purposeful; God is behind it, with His inimitable smile and His eagerness for us to suc-
ceed.  So, we start by rejoicing, thinking thanks, about our sufferings (difficulties, weights 
and pains in life).  God’s Word says that suffering builds our endurance, which is hanging 
on and doing what’s right even though we are thinking about how tough this is.  

But over time, endurance builds character, which is doing right without really thinking 
much about how tough things are.  When you have learned character, this gives 
you hope, a confident expectation that God is pleased and will one day reward you for 
sticking with it through difficulties.  You won’t be disappointed!  

Through this process, you turn the weight of difficulty into the weight of HOPE!  Heavy-
weight hope defeats anxiety in the boxing ring almost every time. 

Some of you were very anxious about the coronavirus in March, but as the months roll by, 
things have actually gotten worse but you are more used to bearing the weight of that diffi-
culty, and are trusting in the Lord more steadily.  Your endurance is becoming character, 
and as you please the Lord by trusting in His promises and sovereign plan, you take things 
in stride. Your hope is in Him, not in your country, not in the politicians, and not in the med-
ical experts. 

Confident Despite the Odds 

Abraham lived about 4000 years ago. He chose to trust in God’s promises to him. He suf-
fered for decades without a son. He learned endurance. After a while, his character took it 
in stride and he built a heavyweight hope in God.  

His confident expectation in God’s promises was great-
er than his confident expectation that he would never 
have biological children.  Because Abraham counted 
God able to do what He had promised, God says that it 
was counted to him as righteousness (Rom. 4:22). 

God kept His promise to Abraham.  He is going to keep 
His promises to you, too. 

Our Father is unable to break His promises to us. When 
He promises that He will send His Son back for us, it 
can be trusted. When He promises that all things work 
together for our good of being conformed to the image 

of His Son, we can rest in that. When He promises that He will give us wisdom when we 
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“More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope and hope does not put us to shame [will not disappoint], because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been   
given to us.”  



 

 

ask, we can count on that. 

“For in hope we have been saved … if we hope for [confidently expect] what we do not 
see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it” Romans 8:24-25. 

Th(i)nkful Boost 

What suffering could you rejoice in today? How could you give thanks for challenges in 
your life that threaten to weigh you down and steal your hope? 

It starts with one step. Think of one difficult thing today that you could rejoice about and 
give thanks for.  Write it down or share it orally with another person.  Get in the habit of 
sharing every day one thing that you are thankful for.  It will boost your hope. 

Abraham felt like it was impossible, but his emotions were wrong.  He chose to believe. 
With God all things are possible and He keeps His promises. 

 

God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should 
change his mind.  Has he said, and will he not do it?  Or has he spoken, 

and will he not fulfill it?   

Numbers 23:17  

 

Written by Karin Brown 

For the past 25 years, Karin and her husband David have been involved in church planting 
projects with Biblical Ministries Worldwide, primarily in Johannesburg, South Africa. They 
have served BMW’s missionary teams on the European and African continents as Karin 
has walked alongside pastor’s wives, missionary wives, and young wom-
en.  They currently serve  in southern KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa, fo-
cusing on the Zulu people. 

Karin grew up in Norway before marrying her best friend, David.  She 
has an undergrad degree in Secondary Education, a Master of Arts in 
Counseling and is an ACBC certified biblical counselor.  David and Karin 
have 4 amazing children and 10 incredible grandchildren. 

Th(i)nkful (adj) describing people who choose to download grace/
strength from the Lord to think thanks about every circumstance in their 
life and to express that thanks orally or in written form.  
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Message in Song 
I Will Wait For You (Psalm 130) 

I have a bracelet inscribed with the words 

“Where words fail music speaks”. Music can 

be an integral part of our lives and can 

mark special occasions.  We remember the 

song that was playing when we met that 

special person in our lives, married couples 

share a first dance to a special piece of mu-

sic, and mothers sing lullabies to soothe 

their babies to sleep. Movie directors clev-

erly use music and soundtracks to evoke emotions in tender moments and in-

crease pulse rates during tense scenes.  I have spent many nights rocking in 

my recliner with my cute dachshund, 

Teenie, in my arms, gently singing, 

“Everybody…..rock your body….” The 

Backstreet Boys would be so proud to 

hear their song has a canine audience 

too!  

Like my bracelet infers, we can use 

music and songs to express how we 

feel. When we are down: “Smile 

though your heart is breaking”, when 

we are happy: “If you’re happy and 

you know it clap your hands” and 

when I want to tell my baby boy, Tuck, 

how special he is to me: “You are my 

son-shine, my only son-shine.”  

The Psalmist was very clear on how he 

felt at in his Psalms.  There are mo-

ments of praise and thankfulness, be-

ing in awe of how great God is, feeling 

humbled at God’s power and might, 

and then some verses we can proba-

bly all identify with at some point in 

our life like Psalm 130. 

The song “I will wait for You (Psalm 

Psalm 130 
A song of ascents. 
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; 
2 Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears 

be attentive to my cry for mercy.  
3 If you, Lord, kept a record of 

sins, Lord, who could stand?  
4 But with you there is forgiveness, so 

that we can, with reverence, serve 
you. 

5 I wait for the Lord, my whole being 
waits, and in his word I put my 
hope.  

6 I wait for the Lord more than 
watchmen wait for the morning, 
more than watchmen wait for the 
morning.  

7 Israel, put your hope in the Lord, 
for with the Lord is unfailing love 
and with him is full redemption.  

8 He himself will redeem Israel from 
all their sins. 
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Psalm 86:8-12 
There is none like You among the gods, O 

Lord, nor are there any works like Yours. 
All the nations you have made shall come 

and worship before You, O Lord; and shall 
glorify Your name.   

For You are great and do wondrous things; 
You alone are God.  

Teach me Your ways, O Lord, that I may 
walk in Your truth; unite my heart to fear 
Your name.  

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with 
my whole heart, and I will glorify your 
name forever.  

130) was a combined composition by contemporary music artists Jordan 

Kauflin, Matt Merker, Keith Getty and Stuart Townend. The song is hemmed 

on either side by the hymn “Lord, from 

the depths I call to You”. 

Stuart Townend says it all when he 

wrote this about the song: 

“‘I will wait for You’ is based on Psalm 

130, one of the great Psalms of distress 

and longing for God’s intervention in 

our lives. A significant number of the 

Psalms articulate the tension of know-

ing that God is faithful and caring to-

wards us, and yet we often experience 

great pain and adverse circumstances 

that would seem to suggest otherwise. 

The cry of the Psalm and of this song is 

a response to this tension: of being 

willing to trust, to wait on Him, to live 

with the pain with our eyes still fixed 

on him, knowing that He will never 

leave or forsake us. It is a powerful 

thing to look to God with trust and pa-

tience through the hard times we will 

all face at some point in our lives. I 

pray that this song will be a comfort 

and a faith-builder for those who find 

themselves in difficult and dark plac-

es.”  

You can listen to this song on Youtube: 

https://youtu.be/_eJUqY_6tqo 

We encourage you to enjoy the music 

and learn it so you can sing along with 

us at church soon, and may it indeed 

be an encouragement and comfort to 

you in your time of need, when your 

words fail, let this music, this psalm, 

these words, speak for you.  

Lauren Carstens 
Music Director 

INTRO 
Lord, from the depths I call to You 

Lord, hear me from on high 
And give attention to my voice 

When I for mercy cry 
  

Out of the depths I cry to You 
In darkest places I will call 

Incline Your ear to me anew 
And hear my cry for mercy, Lord 

  

Were You to count my sinful ways 
How could I come before Your throne 

Yet full forgiveness meets my gaze 
I stand redeemed by grace alone 

  

CHORUS 
I will wait for You 
I will wait for You 

On Your word, I will rely 
I will wait for You 

Surely wait for You 
Till my soul is satisfied 

  

So put your hope in God alone 
Take courage in His power to save 

Completely and forever won 
By Christ emerging from the grave 

  

CHORUS 
  

Now He has come to make a way 
And God Himself has paid the price 

That all who trust in Him today 
Find healing in His sacrifice 

  

CHORUS 
  

I will wait for You 
I will wait for You 

Through the storm and through the night 
I will wait for You 

Surely wait for You 
For Your love is my delight 

  

OUTRO 
I pray my soul waits for the Lord 

My hope is in His word 
More than the watchman waits for dawn 

My soul waits for the Lord 
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What is VISION VIRGINIA?  
Vision Virginia is the SBC of Virginia missions offering. Each and every contribution goes directly 
to the mission field to support the ministries like the ones listed below. This impact reaches be-
yond Virginia to provide the resources necessary for people to hear the Gospel. Thank you for 

praying for and giving through your missions offering.  

Ministries Support  

• Church Planting   • Deaf Leadership Training   • Crossover Event   
• Disaster Relief    • English as a Second Language  • Statewide Evangelism  
• Food Distribution   • Ministry Intern Scholarships   • Leadership Development  
• Mission Teams Training  • Partnership Vision Trips   • Revitalization  
• Seminarian Scholarships  • Worship Equipment for Church Plants  

Week of Prayer — September 13-20 

TARGET = $1,000 
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from Brian Autry   
Executive Director SBC of Virginia  

Don’t Lose Heart  

You don’t need any reminding – there are a multitude of reasons one can be stressed, 
anxious, discouraged, frustrated, dumbfounded, confused, or to put it mildly – over it. A 
pandemic, political insanity, societal upheaval, blatant wickedness, and then of course, 
there are still the everyday, ordinary things too. 

Followers of Christ, servants of the Gospel, we too can grow weary or lose heart. 

Charles Spurgeon referred to what he called, “the minister’s fainting fits.” * Here are a few 
highlights. When we may grow weary, discouraged and lose heart:    

1. After a time of “great success.”   

“Whirled from off our feet by a revival, carried aloft by popularity, exalted by success in 
soul-winning, we should be as the chaff which the wind driveth away, were it not that the 
gracious discipline of mercy breaks the ships of our vainglory with a strong east wind, and 
casts us shipwrecked, naked and forlorn, upon the Rock of Ages.” - Spurgeon  

2. Before any great achievement. 

 “This depression comes over me whenever the Lord is preparing a larger blessing for my 
ministry; the cloud is black before it breaks and overshadows before it yields its deluge of 
mercy.” – Spurgeon 

3. In the midst of long hours of work. 

“The bow cannot be always bent without fear of breaking. Repose is as needful to the 
mind as sleep to the body. Our Sabbaths are our days of toil, and if we do not rest upon 
some other day we shall break down.” – Spurgeon 

4. When we are struck by a shocking blow. 

“We are all too apt to look to an arm of flesh, and from that propensity many of our sorrows 
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arise. Equally overwhelming is the blow when an honored and beloved member yields to 
temptation and disgraces the holy name with which lie was named.” – Spurgeon 

5. As troubles multiply.  

“Constant dropping wears away stones, and the bravest minds feel the fret of repeated af-
flictions.” – Spurgeon 

6. Or we don’t know why. 

“One affords himself no pity when in this case, because it seems so unreasonable, and 
even sinful to be troubled without manifest cause; and yet troubled the man is, even in the 
very depths of his spirit.” - Spurgeon 

 

The Apostle Paul knew discouraging days and faced incredible challenges. As we consider 
these things, the words of Scripture offer encouragement for us today… 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God 
of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those 
who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by 
God.” (2 Cor 1:3-4) 

“Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy 
of God, we do not lose heart (2 Cor 4:1) … 
But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to 
show that the surpassing power belongs to 
God and not to us (2 Cor 4:7).” 

 

You are not alone! 

  

Your brother in Christ, 

BRIAN AUTRY 

 

*Spurgeon, Lectures to My Students, chapter 
eleven.  
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Today in our missionary prayer 

time, we’re going to pray for two 

of our missionaries who serve in 

Latvia. That’s a small country in 

Eastern Europe that sits next to 

Russia and south of Finland.  

About two million people live in 

the country and about half of 

them speak Russian. Those Russian 

speakers are the ones our mis-

sionaries, Randy and Angela 

Stoda, are working to reach for 

Christ. Our church supports Randy 

and Angela through our Coopera-

tive Program giving.  

If you ask Russian-speaking Latvi-

ans about religion, they usually answer that they are Russian Orthodox. But few ever attend church 

and most have never truly heard the gospel. Randy and Angela have started a discussion group in 

their home that invites people to talk about the Christian faith, including how to be saved. Today, 

let’s pray that hundreds — even thousands — would gather to learn what the Bible teaches about 

Jesus Christ.  

Let’s pray that Randy and Angela will find ways to teach Bible truths that will lead many people in 

Latvia to salvation through Christ. Let’s pray they will be able to start Bible-believing churches 

across the land.    

Do you know where Nepal is? 

That’s a small country between Chi-

na and India. Today we’re going to 

pray for one of our missionaries 

who is from Nepal. He is Silvanus 

Bhandari.  

Silvanus grew up in Nepal and was 

a Hindu. But in 1992, when he was 

still a teenager, he became a fol-

lower of Jesus and felt called to 

share the gospel.  

Life can be hard for Christians in 

Nepal. Silvanus felt led to plant a 

new church in America, so he came 

here. Now he is planting that 

church in New York City. Our 

church is helping support him as one of our North American missionaries — through our Coopera-

tive Program giving.  

Silvanus called his new church Global Mission Church because he wants people from around the 

globe to hear the gospel. New believers are quickly taught how to tell others about their faith in 

Jesus Christ.  

Today let’s pray for Silvanus and his wife, Aleno as they visit and talk with people from many lands. 

Let’s pray that many of those immigrants will hear the gospel and become Christians.   

September 6 

September 13 
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If I mention Las Vegas today, 

most of us will think of casinos 

and gambling and all that sort of 

thing. What we probably do not 

think about at first is immigrants. 

But every year thousands of im-

migrants move to the Las Vegas 

area. And this is what we want to 

pray about today.  

Tom and Cynthia Martin served 

17 years as missionaries in South 

America. After they returned to 

the States in 2009, Cynthia began 

a ministry called “Safely Home.” It 

helps refugees by teaching them 

English and how to live in their 

new land.  

Along the way she also tells them how to have a relationship with Jesus Christ. A special Bible verse 

God showed Cynthia was Leviticus 19:34 — “You will regard the alien who resides with you as the na-

tive-born among you.” Our church helps support this ministry through our Cooperative Program 

giving.  

Let’s pray now that many refugees will come to understand that God who made the universe also 

cares for them.  

If you read the news, you 

know there are millions of 

displaced people in the 

world. Today in our pray-

er time we are going to 

look at eastern Thailand, 

near the border with My-

anmar, once called Burma.  

The Shan people make up 

about 10 percent of Myan-

mar’s population. But in 

recent years they have 

clashed with the govern-

ment. Thousands have 

moved to Thailand and 

live in refugee camps, 

searching for jobs and 

better conditions.  

We have sent two of our missionaries, Todd and Katie Miller, to reach the Shan people in Thailand. 

Our church supports the Millers through our Cooperative Program giving. Most Shan people are 

Buddhists. Todd and Katie see them visit temples to ask for blessings. But some of the Shans have 

begun hearing about the Christian gospel.  

When Todd and Katie drove into a village recently, a man flagged them down. He pleaded with 

them to come to his home and tell him about Jesus. Later he prayed to receive Christ.  

Today let’s ask God to keep Todd and Katie and their three children safe as they serve in Thailand. 

Let’s pray they will reach many of the Shan people for Christ.  

September 20 

September 27 
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